(Un)Censored: movies that fooled Franco  24/01/2008
The British Film Institute s screening a
series of pictures that made it past the
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EXPATICA.
The Briish Fiim Instuio (BF1) is screening 21 Spanish fims mace under

and present aucionces wih a critcal view of socety:

Span (UnConsors i o anat N Yorks bt Occner

T fim cye,runing il 17 Febructy, Shows how i pares the
nd of the Civil War and Franco's death ot only produced several classics of
the genre, but also served to evelop the visual and oral language that would

bo used by subsequent Spanish fimmakers,” as organisers explain.

Most of the ttes on the programme were fimed betwesn 1951 and 1976,

when censorship was at s height. In addion to geting around the
moralty, many of

S aubekte. Th Cyele rovels i fanoss of e ora and i high

quality achieved by is fimmakers in such challenging and restrictve

crcumsiances.

s Garcia Berlanga' M

Vrshal (weom i Matsnal.Caros Saras Lo gofos (T

Delnquens), L Bufts Virian, uan Anrio Bardams Muert o un
My

Dearos Sanoria).

One of the last ims on the programme is Pilar Mirts EJ crimon do Cusnca

(The Cuenca Crime), which, dospits being fimed i 1980 - when Spain had

mace the ransiion to democracy - sl landed s cirector before a miltary

Gour, where she was unsuccessfully ied for defamaton. The movis s based

on eal facts and tels the siory of two men who were wrongfuly accused of
being ortured and

Meanwhie, the Cervantes Insitue in London wil screen a selection of images
from the NO-DO, the offcial cinema newsrels, which focused on the
Franco regime.

porios. eir 18
speaker Paul Preston, of the London School of Economics.
Arelated book, Broaking the cods: Daring Films That Mocked the Reprossion
n Spain, with texts by Juan Antonio Pérz Milldn, il go on sale a5 a
complement to Spain (Un)Censored.

“The show's commissioner, Maria Sanchez, told news agency EFE that this

. Eaonfimmakor Goveloped s cernt anguago i ordr o void bong

ing rony visuailoce, doublo msniogs ndlingusic
omissions. Everyone wanted {0 break the siatus quo n Spain, Sanchaz
i, and ha 10 dealwih inarorencs i o work. ani Scancs of
which wero often cut out.

Even though fortheir job - they.

hoolieachers, who often banned harmless messages whil leting more
inflammatory ones through - many dieciors st could not make the kind of
fim they wantec.

“We usually don't hink about the movies that were never mace, which are
many: Thatis why i retrospective is a tibute o the fimmakers who could
ot work,”said Sanchez.

Spain (Un)Cansore nlades an e o fln maloril,such s mavie
Scripts with whole sections scratched out by the

Aocording o Sdnchez, tis & h igh momen o shaw rese movesbacauso
Spain i curently rovisitng the past.” The cyclo will hopeully show In Pari

a1 Asi soon,she a5 at Spaiarss il undorsand he oleanco of
theirown direciors

‘The highlights of the programme

By far 2
Mistor Marshall (Welcome Mr Marshall), a comedy about a small vilage that
= prparing r o arival of an Amarcan dlogio,whch norunaiely
nover comes. The movie s an ifonic rference t the Marshal Plan, which

to much of

Luis BuAuers
2nunara o vataho s e nees i comup Tho sty
ins

s won a Palme G0r at e Cannes I Fsivel

Los golfs The elinguents) was CarlosSaur's s i, and by i oun
imission, the most difficut o over made. Using sireet kids as aciors, Saura
Dout 2 gang of youngsiers who resort o cime 1o ficance one of

el tond's troame ofsecoming  buigher

Muorto do un ciclista (Death of a Cyclist), by Juan Antonio Barder -

unclo of Spanish acting faveurtto Javier Bardem - explores the touchy issue of
afaic Wh

out

elationship will be made publi.

0 quoridesonoria (M Dearst Sofrita), by aimo do Amifn, s ho
st foray nto sexual orentation in @ Spanish fim. Tha siory folows
3y 10 spnter, Adea,who suddonty scover at e 3, ot a
man. Athough i caused a considerable scandal in Spain, the i was
nominate for an Oscar in 1673
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